IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT FOR THE
WESTERN DI STRI CT OF M SSOURI
VESTERN DI VI SI ON
UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA)
Plaintiff,

V. No.

CORI NNE M CONWAY,

N N N N N N N N

Def endant .

PLEA AGREEMENT

The foll owi ng agreenment has been nade between CORI NNE M
CONVWAY, defendant, by and through her undersigned counsel, Robin
Fowm er, and the United States of Anerica, by and through the United
States Attorney Todd P. Graves, and the undersigned Assistant United
States Attorneys. There are no agreenents or understandings as to
the disposition of this case other than those set forth herein.

1. The defendant acknow edges that she is currently charged
ina nmultiple count indictment with conspiracy to commit interstate
transportation of property obtained by fraud (Count One) in violation
of Title 18, United States Code, Section 371; interstate
transportation of property obtained by fraud (Counts Two through
Fourteen) in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 2314,
and crimnal forfeiture in violation of Title 18, United States Code,
Section 981(a)(1)(C) (Count Twenty-two). The indictnent relates to a

fraud scheme in which individuals provided purchase noney to buy



nmot or vehicles fromwhat was represented to be a multi-mllion dollar
estate offering such vehicles at bargain prices to reward purchasers
for their religious faith.

The defendant, who sold vehicles to nunerous individuals and
recei ved substantial ampbunts of “conm ssions” from purchasers, has
agreed to waive her right to grand jury indictnent and to plead
guilty to an Information charging felony tax evasion in violation of
Title 26, United States Codes, Section 7201. Attached is a copy of
an Information setting forth the charges of felony tax evasion. By
entering into this Plea Agreenent, the defendant admts that she
knowi ngly conmtted this offense, and is in fact guilty of this
of f ense.

Def endant acknow edges that she has been informed that the
| nternal Revenue Service and the Departnment of Justice, Tax Division,
are required to authorize the filing of any crim nal tax charges.

Def endant has requested that both Internal Revenue Service and the
Department of Justice, Tax Division, authorize the filing of the
fel ony tax evasi on charges agai nst her so that she can plead guilty
to felony tax evasion under this Plea Agreenent.

2. The parties agree that the facts constituting the offense
to which she is pleading guilty are as foll ows:

(a) Defendant CORINNE M CONWAY, a resident of

Hi gginsville, Mssouri, operated an organi zation named The
Virtuous Wonen International Mnistries, which had contacts



with churches and religious groups throughout the United
States. CONWAY introduced Gwnendol yn Baker to individuals in
t hese churches and religious groups to pronote the selling of
aut onobi | es and ot her notor vehicles froman estate which was
represented to have the vehicles for sale.

(b) CONWAY becane what was ternmed a “finder” for the
estate vehicles; that is, she found individuals who w shed to
purchase the vehicles. CONWAY al so had several other finders
t hroughout the United States, and purchase noney fromthese
other finders was transmtted to Conway. CONWAY generally
recei ved purchase noney and then forwarded it to Gaendol yn
Baker either in Tennessee or California.

(c) Initially, CONWAY did not charge additional fees for
selling the estate cars. By the fall of 1999, however, she
began charging a $50 adm nistrative fee for each vehicle
purchased. The fee was to cover her out of pocket expenses
relative to the sale of the vehicles. 1In 2000, CONWAY began
recei ving $1000 for sone of the vehicles purchased. CONVWAY
instructed purchasers to provide a cashier’s check for the
purchase price of the vehicle payable to Gaendol yn Baker and a
separate cashier’s check for the paynment of conm ssions to her
in connection with the vehicle sales. |If a separate finder was
i nvol ved and receiving a fee or conm ssion, the purchaser woul d
be required to provide a third cashier’s check payable to that
finder.

(d) CONWAY deposited the finders fee or comm ssion checks
into personal bank accounts at Firstar Bank, Higginsville,
M ssouri; an account of The Virtuous Wonen | nternational
Mnistries at Firstar Bank, Higginsville, Mssouri; or a
personal account at SunTrust Bank, Chattanooga, Tennessee.
CONVWAY paid a nunmber of personal expenses out of the Virtuous
Wonmen | nternational Mnistries account.

(e) As tinme went on and the vehicles were not delivered as
prom sed, sone individuals requested refunds of their purchase
nmoney. CONWAY used sone of the funds in her various accounts
to pay a certain ampunt of refunds to such purchasers.

(f) Conmputations by the Internal Revenue Service show the
following with respect to net profit fromfinder’'s fees for the
cal endar year 2000 conputed by deducting refunds paid and
busi ness expenses fromthe gross finder’'s fees: $818, 209. 00



(based on gross finder’s fees of $991, 810.00 | ess $161, 222. 00

in refunds paid and busi ness expenses), with a resulting incone

tax liability of approximately $320, 379. 64.

(g) Defendant CONWAY acknow edges that she did not file
timely federal income tax returns or tinmely pay incone taxes in
2000 on the inconme fromthe finder’'s fees.

(h) Defendant CONWAY acknow edges that she believed in
2000 that she should have filed federal inconme tax returns and
paid federal incone tax in that year

(i) Defendant CONWAY further acknow edges that she took
certain steps in 2000 to prevent the Internal Revenue Service
fromlearning of her incone fromfinder’'s fees and her tax
liability for those fees.

3. The defendant al so acknowl edges and agrees that the
conduct charged in prior years in which she did not file federal
incone tax returns or pay inconme tax nmay be considered as “rel evant
conduct” for purposes of calculating the offense |Ievel for the felony
tax evasion Information in accordance with U S.S.G § 1B1.3(a)(2).

4. The defendant understands that the maxi mum sentence which
may be i nmposed agai nst her under the one count Information charging
felony tax evasion under Title 26 United States Code, Section 7201 to
whi ch she has agreed to plead guilty are as follows: Not nore than
five (5) years’ inprisonnment, not nore than $250, 000 fi ne, paynment of
costs of prosecution, an order of restitution of the amount of taxes

due and owi ng, and a $100 special assessnent. As noted in paragraph

6 of this Plea Agreenment, defendant is further agreeing that the



Court may al so order restitution to purchasers of vehicles who
submtted their purchase noney through defendant.

5. The defendant acknow edges that she has discussed the
i ssue of supervised release with her attorney and that she
understands the nature and the effects of supervised release. In
particul ar, the defendant understands that a violation of a condition
of her supervised release may result in the revocation of supervised
rel ease and the inposition of an additional term of inprisonment of
not nmore than two years with respect to the charge in the Indictnment
to which she will plead guilty. The defendant further understands
that if she violates a condition of supervised rel ease, she could be
required to serve all of the term of supervised rel ease inposed by
the Court, without credit for time previously served during post-
rel ease supervi sion

6. The defendant further agrees as follows with respect to
the sentence to be inposed in this case:

Even t hough defendant is not entering a guilty plea to the
counts in the pending indictment, the Court may order restitution to
any victins whose purchase noney for vehicles was received by
def endant Conway. Defendant agrees that the Court nay order such
restitution as a condition of any term of supervised rel ease ordered

by the Court.



7. The defendant further agrees to the following in
connection with real estate purchased with the proceeds of the
finder’s fees received in connection with the sale of estate cars in
this case:

Def endant agrees that the real estate purchased in
Higginsville, Mssouri, may be sold by the United States and the
proceeds deposited with the Court for payment of restitution to
purchasers of estate vehicles.

8. The defendant further agrees as follows with respect to
the evidence and testinony obtained by the United States pursuant to
federal grand jury subpoena in this case:

Def endant agrees that the Court nmay enter an order pursuant to
Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Crim nal Procedure, to disclose such
evi dence and testinony to the Internal Revenue Service in connection
with a review of whether the status of The Virtuous Wnens
I nternational Mnistries as a charitable organization under Section
501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code is appropriate.

9. The defendant understands that this Pl ea Agreenent binds
only the defendant and the United States Attorney for the Western
District of Mssouri, and that it does not bind any other federal,
state, or local prosecution authority.

10. In return for the defendant’s plea of guilty to the

charges set forth in felony tax evasion Information, the United



States Attorney for the Western District of M ssouri agrees as
fol |l ows:

(a) The United States will dism ss the Indictnment for
conspiracy and fraud agai nst defendant CONVWAY at the tinme of
sentencing on the crimnal tax |Informtion;

(b) The United States will not file any additional charges
agai nst defendant arising out of the present offenses or
investigation in the Western District of M ssouri;

(c) If defendant CONWAY provi des substantial assistance in
the investigation and prosecution of others, including but not
limted to testinmony at the trial of her co-defendants, the
United States will file a notion to permt, but not require,
the Court to depart downward fromthe sentencing guideline
range of sentences required by the United States Sentencing
CGui deli nes. Defendant Conway acknow edges that additi onal
par agraphs of this Plea Agreenent apply to any such notion for
downwar d departure;

(d) The United States will not seek an upward departure
fromthe sentencing guideline range of sentences; and

(e) The United States may, in its sole discretion, make a
sentence recommendation to the Court which is not binding on

t he Court.

In the event that the defendant breaches or violates this Plea
Agreenent or otherwise fails to adhere to its terns, the United
States shall not be bound by this paragraph and may pursue any
addi ti onal charges arising fromthe crimnal activity under
investigation as well as any perjury, false statenment, or obstruction
of justice charges which may have resulted.

The defendant understands and agrees that in the event she

violates this Plea Agreenent, all statements made by her to | aw



enf orcenent agents subsequent to the execution of this Plea
Agreenent, any testinony given by her before a grand jury or any
tribunal or any |eads from such statenents or testinony shall be
adm ssi bl e against her in any and all crimnal proceedings. The
def endant wai ves any rights which m ght be asserted under the United
States Constitution, any statute, Federal Rules of Crim nal
Procedure, Section 11(e)(6), Federal Rules of Evidence, Section 410,
or any other federal rule that pertains to the adm ssibility of any
statenments made by her subsequent to this Plea Agreenent.
11. The defendant agrees to cooperate fully and truthfully
with the United States as foll ows:
a. Def endant agrees to provide truthful, conplete,
and accurate information and testinony in the trial of
this matter or in any rel ated hearing;
b. Def endant agrees to provide all information
concerni ng her knowl edge of, and participation in, the offenses
charged in the Indictnent, and any other crinmes about which she

has know edge;

cC. Def endant agrees that she will not falsely
i nplicate any person or entity and will not protect any
person or entity through false or m sleading information
or om ssion;

d. Def endant agrees to testify as a witness before

any grand jury, hearing, or trial when requested to do so
by the United States;

e. Def endant agrees to hold herself reasonably
available for any interviews the United States may
require. The defendant waives any right to the presence
of counsel at such neetings, debriefings, or pretrial



preparation sessions, unless her attorney specifically
requests to be present at each neeting;

f. Def endant agrees to provide to the United
States all docunents or other itenms under her control
which may pertain to any crimnal violation;

g. Def endant understands that her cooperation
shall be provided to any local, state, and federal |aw
enforcenent agency as requested by counsel for the United
St at es;

h. Def endant agrees and understands that this Plea
Agreenent requires that her cooperation may continue even
after the time she is sentenced. Failure to continue to
cooperate after sentence is inposed constitutes a basis to
void this agreenent by the United States;

. Def endant agrees that if the United States
determ nes that she has not provided full and truthful
cooperation, or has commtted any |l ocal, state, or federal
crime between the date of this Plea Agreenent and her
sentenci ng, or has otherw se violated any other provision
of this Plea Agreenent, or has violated the terns and
conditions of her release while on bond as required by the
Court, the Plea Agreenent may be voided by the United
States and the defendant shall be subject to prosecution
for any federal crinme of which the United States has
knowl edge including, but not limted to, perjury,
obstruction of justice, and any substantive offenses
arising fromthis investigation. Such prosecution nmay be
based upon any information provided by the defendant
during the course of her cooperation, or upon | eads
derived therefrom and this informati on may be used as
evi dence against her. |In addition, the defendant’s
previously entered plea of guilty will remain in effect
and cannot be withdrawn. Further, any prosecution which
is not barred by the applicable statute of limtations on
the date of the signing of this Plea Agreenent nay be
commenced agai nst the defendant in accordance with this
Pl ea Agreenent, notw thstandi ng the expiration of the
statute of |limtations between the time of signing this
agreenment and the comencenent of the prosecution. It is
the specific intent of this Plea Agreement to waive any
and all defenses based upon the statute of limtations



with respect to any prosecution which is not barred by the
statute of limtations on the date this Plea Agreenent is
si gned by the defendant;

J . Def endant agrees to fully and conpletely assi st
the United States in the forfeiture and recovery of
forfeitable assets, either donestic or foreign,
whi ch have been acquired directly or indirectly through the
unl awful activities of the defendant, her co-defendants, and
her co-conspirators; and

k. Def endant agrees to fully and truthfully

di scl ose the existence, nature, and |ocation of al

forfeitable assets in which she has acquired any interest.

The defendant acknow edges that the United States my

institute civil or adm nistrative forfeiture proceedi ngs

agai nst all of those assets and defendant will not contest

any such forfeiture proceedings.

12. “Substantial assistance” within the neaning of Title 18,
United States Code, Section 3553(e) has not yet been provided by the
def endant. Upon the determ nation by the United States Attorney for
the Western District of Mssouri that the defendant has provided
“substantial assistance,” the United States shall request the Court
to reduce the sentence defendant woul d otherw se receive under the
appl i cabl e statutes and/ or sentencing guidelines pursuant to Title
28, United States Code, Section 994(n), Title 18, United States Code,
Section 3553(e), and the Sentencing CGuidelines, Section 5K1.1. The
United States reserves the right to make the sole determ nation as to
whet her and when the defendant has provided such substanti al

assi stance and further whether to request a reduction generally or a

specific sentence or sentence reduction.

10



13. In exchange for defendant’s agreenent to cooperate with
the United States, the United States agrees not to use new
information that defendant provides about her own crimnal conduct
except as specifically authorized by Section 1B1.8 of the United
St ates Sentencing Guidelines. As such, this information may be
revealed to the Court but may not be used agai nst the defendant in
determ ni ng the defendant’s applicabl e guideline range or departing
above her guideline range. Defendant understands and agrees,
however, that under Section 1B1.8, there shall be no such
restrictions on the use of the information: (1) previously known to
the United States; (2) revealed to the United States by, or
di scoverabl e through, an independent source; (3) in a prosecution for
perjury or giving a false statement; (4) in the event there is a
breach of this agreenent; or (5) in determ ning whether and to what
extent a downward departure as a result of a governnment notion
pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 3553(e) and
U S . S.G 8 5KL.1 is warranted.

14. The defendant understands that if the Court accepts this

Pl ea Agreenent but inposes a sentence whi ch defendant does not |ike
or agree with, she will not be permtted to withdraw her plea of
guilty.

15. The defendant understands that a mandatory speci al

assessnment of $100 per count of conviction will be entered agai nst

11



t he defendant at the time of sentencing. The defendant agrees to
deliver to the Clerk of the Court a check payable to the Clerk in the
appropriate anount, and to provide evidence of the paynment to counse
for the United States within ten (10) days of the filing of this Plea
Agreenment with the Court.

16. The defendant agrees not to appeal or otherw se chall enge
the constitutionality or legality of the Sentencing Guidelines. The
def endant understands and acknow edges that her sentence will be
det erm ned and i nposed pursuant to those Sentencing Guidelines.

Def endant is aware that a sentence inposed under the Sentencing

CGui del i nes does not provide for parole. The defendant agrees that
this Court has jurisdiction and authority to i npose any sentence up
to the statutory maxi num established for the offenses to which she is
pl eadi ng guilty.

The parties expressly waive the right to appeal or collaterally
attack by post-conviction notion any sentencing issue, including the
applicability of certain U S. Sentencing Guidelines provisions, which
have been addressed and agreed upon in this Plea Agreenent, and which
are set forth in paragraph 15. Each party retains the right to
appeal only sentencing issues which have not been agreed-upon or
whi ch have not been specifically addressed in the Plea Agreenent.

The defendant expressly waives the right to appeal or collaterally

attack by post-conviction notion all other issues.

12



17. The defendant understands the United States will provide
to the Court and the United States Probation O fice a Governnment
version of the offense conduct. This may include information
concerni ng the background, character, and conduct of the defendant
including the entirety of the defendant’s crimnal activities. The
def endant understands these disclosures are not limted to the count
to which the defendant has pled guilty. The United States nay
respond to comments made or positions taken by the defendant or
def endant’ s counsel and to correct any m sstatenents or inaccuracies.
The United States further reserves its right to make any
recomrendations it deens appropriate regarding the disposition of
this case, subject only to any limtations set forth in this Plea
Agr eenent .

18. Wth respect to the application of the sentencing
guidelines to this case, the parties agree as foll ows:

a. The applicable guideline section for the offense of
convi ction under tax evasion is Section 2T1.1.

b. The base offense level from Section 2T4.1 (Tax Tabl e)
is 18 based on a |l oss of nore than $200, 000 and | ess than
$400, 000.

c. The United States submts, but defendant may
contest, that there is an increase of 2 |evels under Section
2T1.1(b)(1) for failing to report inconme exceeding $10,000 in
any year fromcrimnal activity.

d. The defendant has admtted her guilt and

accepted responsibility for her actions, and she has done
soin atinely fashion, allowng the United States to

13



avoid the time and expense of preparing for trial.
Consequently, she is entitled to a 2 | evel reduction
pursuant to Section 3El1.1 of the Sentencing Cuidelines.
Def endant did not admt her guilt and accept
responsibility in a tinely enough manner to qualify for an
addi ti onal one point reduction under Section 3El.1.

e. The defendant’s crimnal history is believed to
be category I. The parties agree that the Court and the
United States Probation O fice nust determ ne her

applicable Crimnal Hi story Category.
f. If the sentencing guidelines set forth above are

accurate, the adjusted offense level is 18, resulting in a

sentenci ng range of 27-33 nonths.

19. There are no agreenents between the parties with respect
to any sentencing guideline issues other than those specifically
listed in paragraph 18, and its subsections. As to any other issues
which may be found to exist, the parties are free to advocate their
respective positions at the sentencing hearing.

20. The defendant waives all rights, whether asserted directly
or by a representative, to request or receive from any departnent or
agency of the United States any records pertaining to the
i nvestigation or prosecution of this case, including wthout
[imtation, any records that may be sought under the Freedom of
I nformation Act, 5 U S.C. 8 552, or the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U S.C.
§ 552a.

21. The defendant understands that the United States reserves

the right in this case to:

14



a. oppose or take issue with any position advanced
by defendant at the sentencing hearing which may be
i nconsistent with the provisions of this Plea Agreenent;

b. comment on the evidence supporting the charge
in the Indictnment;

C. oppose any argunents and requests for relief
t he defendant nay advance on an appeal fromthe sentences
i nposed;

d. oppose any post-conviction notions for

reducti on of sentence, or other relief.
22. The defendant has read the Plea Agreenent, understands it,

and by her signature, states that it is true and accurate and not the
result of any threats or coercion.

Both parties agree that no prom ses or agreenents have been
made ot her than those set forth in the Plea Agreenment, nor has the
United States prom sed the defendant any additional consideration to
i nduce her to sign this Plea Agreenent. The defendant acknow edges
that he is entering into this Plea Agreenment and is pleading guilty
freely and voluntarily.

The defendant further acknow edges her understandi ng of the
nature of the offense or offenses to which she is pleading guilty and
the elements of the offense or offenses, including the penalties
provi ded by |aw, and her conplete satisfaction with the
representation and advice received from her undersigned counsel.

The defendant al so understands that she has the right to plead not

guilty or to persist in that plea if it has already been nade, the

15



right to be tried by a jury with the assistance of counsel, the right
to confront and cross-exam ne the w tnesses against her, the right
agai nst conpul sory self-incrimnation, and the right to conpul sory
process for the attendance of witnesses to testify in defendant’s

def ense. Defendant understands that by pleading guilty, she waives
or gives up those rights and there will be no trial.

The defendant further understands that if she pleads guilty,
the Court may ask her questions about the offense or offenses to
which he pled guilty, and if the defendant answers those questions
under oath and in the presence of counsel, her answers may | ater be
used against her in a prosecution for perjury or false statenent.

The defendant al so understands she has pled guilty to felony

of fenses and, as a result, may be deprived of certain rights, such as

16



the right to vote, hold public office, serve on a jury, and possess a

firearm

Todd P. Graves

United States Attorney
Dat ed: 5/ 2/ 2003 By [ S/

J. Daniel Stewart

Assi stant United States Attorney
Dat ed: 5/ 2/ 2003 By [ S|

James Curt Bohling

Assi stant United States Attorney
Dat ed: 5/ 2/ 2003 [ SI

Cori nne Conway

Def endant
Dat ed: 5/ 2/ 2003 [ SI

Robi n Fow er
Attorney for Defendant Conway
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